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JAMES MORRELL'S ACCOUNT OF A TRIP TO 
BALLSTON AND SARATOGA SPRINGS IN 
AUGUST, 1813. 

Left Philadelphia on Wednesday morning August 
11th, 1813, at 7 o'clock, on board the Steam Boat 
"Eagle," Captain Rodgers. The company very nu- 
merous, about one hundred and thirty, some for dif- 
ferent parts situated upon the River Delaware and 
others for the Eastern States. After having stopped 
at several places to land passengers, we unfortunately, 
and much to the disappointment of all on board, found 
that one of the wheels composing a part of the Steam 
Engine was broken. This unfortunate circumstance, 
unfortunate, I must call it, as we were all anxious to 
beat the "Phoenix" Steam Boat which had started 
about twenty minutes before us, and on which we were 
gaining very fast, took place nearly abreast of what is 
called the old Bake House, about 13 miles from Phila- 
delphia. I could not but remark the sorrowful aspect 
and dreadful long faces caused by this affair. Poor 
creatures, the various opinions of our future fate was 
really amusing, having among us not a few old maids, 
I was much diverted with their anxiety and I believe 
affected fear of their being detained among so many 
unnatural beings as we are generally termed by them, 
however, fortune favored us, and after an hour and 
a half detention, they succeeded in repairing the work 
so as to proceed and we finally arrived at Bordentown, 
about h, past 2 o 'clock. Here we were crammed ten into 
one Stage with all our baggage. 

Before I proceed further upon my journey, I shall 
beg leave to make mention of the superior style in 
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which the accommodations of the "Eagle" Steam Boat 
is fitted up. The cabins both for Ladies and Gentle- 
men surpass anything of the kind I have met with in 
all my travels heretofore. We dined on board, the 
table was elegantly laid out, and of the best kind, equal 
to any table in the best Hotels. 

On our arrival at Bordentown, from the numerous 
passengers and quantity of baggage I had concluded 
upon a very tiresome and disagreeable ride to New 
Brunswick, but was most agreeably disappointed, as I 
found my fellow travellers in the Stage an agreeable 
and social party, consisting of Mr. David Ware, Lady 
and niece, Mrs. Hawks, Mrs. Bergan, Captain Cray- 
crofts, Mr. File, a French Gentleman, my brother 
Benjamin and myself. 

The Road from Trenton to Gulic's Mill and from 
thence to within a mile or two of Brunswick, was such 
as to disgrace any state or country, and more par- 
ticularly as it is termed a turnpike and obliged to pay 
toll. God preserve me from such a mode of accumulat- 
ing wealth ! 

On our arrival at Brunswick at 8 o'clock, we sat 
down to a fine supper at Mr. Draker's, Sign of the 
Indian Queen. 

Thursday, August 12th. — Was called at 5 o'clock to 
prepare for the Steam Boat for New York, called the 
"Raritan;" left the town at | past 5 o'clock on a Stage 
for the boat which lay about a mile down the River. 
At I past 7 o'clock, the company on board, we departed 
for New York a distance of 45 miles, and the company 
on board was about fifty. 

The River Raritan from New Brunswick to New 
York is very serpentine, affording some very fine pros- 
pects, particularly about Middletown Point and Newark 
Bay. We had a view of the Newark Steam Boat bound 
for New York called the "Sea Horse," a small boat, 
but appears to move with much rapidity. There is a 
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charming view of New York and its fortifications on 
approaching the city. The fortification upon Gover- 
nor's Island called Castle "William, is three tiers high 
of a circular form and appears immensely strong and 
commanding, that opposite upon Gibbit Island (now 
Liberty Island) is also very commanding, then again 
the Battery which is between these two forts, has a 
strong position. These combined without those at the 
Narrows, which I could not see sufficiently to judge of 
their strength, are inducements sufficient for the enemy 
to be rather formal in their visits. 

After gratifying ourselves with the different views 
which offered themselves, we arrived at New York and 
landed at the Battery Wharf at 2 o'clock. Proceeded 
with my brother to the City Hotel, in Broadway, kept 
by Mr. Gibson, where we took up our lodgings. At 3 
o'clock we sat down to dinner, the company about sixty 
in number, some of whom were residents of the city, 
others officers &c, of both Military and Navy, a number 
of whom being stationed here. Met with Mr. Lowery 
and Mr. Abrahams of Philadelphia who had been here 
for several days. After dinner called upon some of my 
friends and spent the remainder of the afternoon in 
visiting and viewing the different parts of the city. On 
the Battery there was a large Military Parade, which 
afforded an hour's amusement. In the evening went 
with my brother to the Circus in Broadway, where I 
was much disappointed in every respect, the house is 
small and fitted up in a poor and mean manner, having 
a Pit and Boxes without Gallery, lighted up by about 
150 candles upon wooden chandeliers, suspended from 
the roof by a cord. The audience were but few, prin- 
cipally men. Met with Mr. Rowley and brother from 
Philadelphia and several others of my friends. Left 
the Circus about 9 o'clock and returned to our Hotel, 
and after partaking of supper went to bed. 

Friday, 13th August. — About 6 o'clock was aroused 
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by a knocking at my chamber-door and a strange voice 
calling out for entrance ; upon opening the door, I was 
most agreeably surprised to find it to be my brother 
Abraham, who had been absent from this country for 
several months and then on his way from the Eastward 
for home. After our mutual congratulations, he deter- 
mined upon spending the day with us. After break- 
fast, in company with my brothers, took a view of the 
city and its environs. Took dinner with my friend 
A. H. Inskeep, of the house of Bradford & Inskeep ; at 
6 o'clock went in company with my brothers and Mr. 
De Click, of Philadelphia, to City Hall and spent a 
pleasant hour in viewing the Governor's Room and the 
different paintings which adorn it. The City Hall is 
a very beautiful building of white marble. In the even- 
ing called upon some of my friends and spent a pleas- 
ant hour with Miss Huiry, a lady who I had often met 
with in Philadelphia. 

Saturday 14th August. — Spent the fore part of the 
morning in viewing the different Public Buildings and 
calling upon some of my friends. At 12 o'clock was 
gratified with the arrival of my friends Elf rith and Tow- 
lay of Philadelphia, on their return from Schooley's 
Mountain ; spent the afternoon with them until 5 o'clock 
at which time I went with my brother on board the Steam 
Boat "Paragon" for Albany. The company on board 
was very numerous, say about 175 persons; the fare 
from New York to Albany was Seven Dollars, for 
which we were found all our meals and berth, with a 
sufficient of drink at dinner, either Brandy, Spirits; 
Wine, if called for, was an extra charge. The arrange- 
ments of these boats are conducted in a very fine man- 
ner, those who first enter their names are permitted 
the first choice of berths and so on in rotation. The 
shores, for several hours after we left New York, 
were very high and picturesque, the cliffs upon the 
western side are very high and almost perpendicular, 
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forming a complete barrier against anything. Had 
England such a one around her Isle, she might bid 
adieu to her Wooden Walls and laugh at all invasion. 
We passed the Highlands about Midnight, arrived at 
Newburgh about — o 'clock, where were landed and re- 
ceived a considerable number of passengers. I could 
not but observe and admire with what facility and 
dispatch passengers were landed and received from the 
Steam Boat and at all hours of the night. The mode 
was as follows : — They attached a line to a small boat 
about midship and when cast off from the Steam Boat, 
she would immediately shear off, and the line is payed 
out to any length they wish, a man being at the helm 
of the boat she would be conducted to any part they 
wished and as soon as the passengers were landed and 
others taken on board, she would be hauled up to the 
Steam Boat by steam, and all this done without stopping 
the wheels of the Steam Boat. Newburgh is situated 
on the left side of the Biver, about 60 miles above New 
York; here is laying the Frigate "John Adams," with 
her top-gallant-mast housed and with a crew only suffi- 
cient to keep her in repair. From Newburgh to Pough- 
keepsie is a distance of 15 miles, but when we passed 
this place, I had retired to my berth. At daybreak I 
went on deck and was highly delighted with the dif- 
ferent views. We arrived abreast of a small village 
called Catskill about 9 o'clock A. M. It is situated 
upon the western side of the River about 7 miles below 
Hudson; there were a number of vessels lying at this 
place which had gone up the Biver for safety during 
the War. There were a large number of vessels lying 
in a fine harbor formed by an island called Hyott's 
Island and the main land, about 3 miles below Hudson. 
Arrived at Hudson about 10 o'clock. It is beautifully 
situated on the eastern side of the Hudson Biver, about 
30 miles below Albany; there are some fine large fire 
proof stores here and it appears to be a place of con- 
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siderable business. Here we landed about 20 passen- 
gers and received about tbe like number. Several 
large vessels were lying at tbis place, dismantled, tbe 
following of Philadelphia covered over with board and 
sails: Ships "Thalia," "Kensington," "Halcyon," 
"Rebecca Sims," "Missouri," and several others 
whose names I could not see. 

On our approach to Albany the wharves were cov- 
ered with people in anticipation of our arrival, whose 
curiosity was highly gratified to find that we had on 
board the valiant Gen. Wilkinson and suite, on their 
way to Sackett's Harbour, to join the American army. 
He was escorted from the Steam Boat to Greary's 
Hotel by the different officers and others stationed at 
Albany and a large concourse of people. Left our bag- 
gage on board the boat and went with Mr. Dobson, 
of Philadelphia, in pursuit of a conveyance for Ball- 
ston and after much trouble succeeded in procuring a 
four horse stage to carry ourselves and others for 20 
dollars, a distance of about 30 miles, being about 2 
dollars for each of us, as our company consisted of 
Mrs. Thompson and son, of New York ; Mr. Morris, of 
Ballston; Mr. Dobson and mother, of Philadelphia; 
Mr. Russell and lady, of New York ; myself and brother. 
We left Albany about | past 6 o'clock, crossed the 
Mohawk River about 3 miles from Albany, over which 
there is a fine permanent bridge, similar to that which 
crosses the Delaware River at Trenton, New Jersey. 
Arrived at Schenectady about 9 o'clock, after a ride of 
15 miles through a very broken and barren country, 
put up for the night at Powell's Hotel, here I found Mr. 
James Hamilton and Mr. James Lysle and family of 
Philadelphia, Mr. Hone and lady of New York, on 
their way to Ballston, partook of a fine supper together, 
and had a comfortable bed for the night. 

Monday 16th August. — Started early and went to 
Ballston to breakfast, the company being so very nu- 
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merous we found it difficult at first to be accommo- 
dated, which was finally accomplished at the Sans 
Soucie Hotel kept by Mr. Davis. This is one of the 
largest establishments in the United States and exceeds 
anything for gaiety and dissipation of any establish- 
ment or watering place I have visited. The company 
consisted principally of New Yorkers, together with 
others from the Southern and Middle States. The 
building forms three sides of a square, with immense 
out houses, the whole having the appearance, at a dis- 
tance, of a small village. Spent the day in viewing 
the Springs; in the evening there was a Ball at the 
Hotel, which afforded me an opportunity of seeing the 
fairest part of our creation in their neatest attire. 
Spent an agreeable evening. Here I cannot but re- 
mark, that the ladies were dressed as if they were at- 
tending one of the finest assemblies in the Union. 

Tuesday 17th August. — Eose early and partook of 
the waters whose virtues are sensibly felt when taken 
at this time in the morning. After breakfast went in 
company with some gentlemen and my brother to Sara- 
toga to spend the morning. The waters at this place 
are much stronger than those of Ballston, particularly 
those of Congress Spring and Flat Bock Spring. 
There is a fine house here kept by Mr. Lewis; the 
company not very numerous and much in the style of 
Ballston. Met with several of my friends from Phila- 
delphia, and after partaking of the waters and spend- 
ing a few hours with them, returned to Ballston to 
dinner. 

Wednesday 18th August. — After breakfast departed 
from Ballston in company with Mr. Newman and son, 
of Philadelphia; Mr. Cordy, of South Carolina; my 
brother and several others in a four-horse stage and 
went to Waterford, 22 miles, to dine (Damare's Union 
Hotel). After ordering our dinner, took a walk with 
Mr. Bobinson, Mr. Cordy and my brother to the bridge 



432 James Morr ell's Trip in August, 1813. 

over the Mohawk River, about 1\ miles distant. This is 
a very handsome bridge upon wooden piers of consider- 
able length, and without arches. From the bridge we 
had a view of the Cohoes Falls, about 1| miles distance 
above. We undertook to reach them upon the Cliffs of 
the Eiver through a very briery thicket, and descended 
almost perpendicularly 85 feet, by supporting our- 
selves upon the points of the rocks and the roots that 
come through their crevices. The whole width of the 
River has a perpendicular fall of about 60 feet. After 
amusing ourselves for some time, we returned to 
Waterf ord and found that our company had dined and 
after taking some refreshments, we all took a walk 
over the bridge at this place which crosses the Hudson 
River and which is similar to that which crosses the 
Delaware River at Trenton, the passage way being 
under the arches, the eastern arch only being covered 
in. Here the stage took us up and in about one mile 
we passed through the little village of Lansingburg, 
beautifully situated upon the Hudson River. From 
this to Troy is — miles. It is beutifully laid out and 
has some fine stores and large handsome buildings, 
occupied as private dwellings. We crossed the Hudson 
River at this place in a flat bottomed scow, the water 
being sufficiently shallow to admit of poling over. 
Arrived at Albany at 6 o'clock and took up our lodg- 
ings at Gregery's Hotel. Here I found several of my 
friends from Philadelphia on their return to that city, 
among them Mr. Biddle and son, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Car- 
son and lady, and also my friend Doctor La Barm of 
the IT. S. Army, who is stationed at this place. We had 
a fine view of the U. S. Barracks at Greenbush, at 
which place there were about 500 troops stationed, and 
is beautifully situated. 

Thursday 19th August. — After breakfast went on 
board the Steam Boat "Paragon" for New York; com- 
pany on board about 120. In the evening the company 
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assembled in the cabin, where a very eloquent Prayer 
was delivered by tbe Eev. Mr. Eomain, of New York. 
"We arrived at New York tbe next morning at 8 o'clock, 
after a passage of 160 miles in 23 hours. Spent the 
morning in calling upon my friends, and after dinner 
went in company with Mr. Taylor and my brother to 
Brooklyn. In the evening called upon my old friend 
Mr. A. H. Inskeep. 

Saturday 21st August. — After breakfast went with 
some of my friends to Governor's Island to view the 
fortifications; there being, however, an order issued 
prohibiting strangers from going through them, we 
were obliged to return, after spending an hour with 
the officers at their Quarters. Dined with my friend 
A. H. Inskeep. 

Sunday 22nd August. — Left New York at 6 o'clock 
on the Pilot Line Stage and arrived at Philadelphia 
after a ride of 90 miles in 13 hours. 
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